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Unit Three Intro
Purpose: In what ways do the 
ideas of change reverberate 
throughout the 20th Century?

Course Essential Question:
To what extent have the developments, dilemmas, and dynamics of the modern world brought progress 
and problems to our contemporary global society?”

Unit Three: The World in Turmoil, Tragedy and Tumult
 During the time period between 1900-1945, the world was engulfed in “Turmoil, Tragedy, and 
Triumph.”  Conflicts and divisions among world powers multiplied, and economic and territorial rivalries 
among nations resulted in clashes on a global scale.  World War I represented the explosion of tensions 
created by imperialism, nationalism, militarism,  and entangled alliances.  The use of new technological-
ly-advanced armaments in World War I resulted in a level of physical devastation and dislocation that had 
never been experienced previously in war.  A “harsh” peace,  created by the Treaty of Versailles that end-
ed World War I, with “inept” enforcement planted the seeds of World War II nearly two decades later.
 In this unit students will examine and evaluate the shortcomings of the Treaty of Versailles which 
paved the way for the rise of totalitarian leaders and the outbreak of World War II.  An examination of the 
period between the wars will also focus on how specific economic conditions, (e.g. Great Depression) 
and political circumstances, (e.g. Russian Civil War and national movements in the colonies) created an 
environment for the rise of German, Italian, Japanese ,and Russian dictatorships as compared with the 
growth of democratic and republican values in Great Britain and the United States.  
 The Second World War represented the peak of struggles between democratic and totalitarian 
regimes.  Destructive beyond anything human society had ever experienced, World War II featured un-
precedented global  military strategies, humanitarian abuses, and cultural shifts.  In this unit students will 
analyze and assess  the toll of such violence and the price that sometimes has been paid in the quest for 
global peace plus evaluate the causes, costs, and impact of these world–altering struggles on our global 
society. 
 The culmination of this unit is the connection and impact of the Holocaust on the commitments 
and capabilities of world powers to resolve and eliminate genocidal conflicts today.  Students will study 
several examples of genocides in history and utilize research and presentation skills to evaluate the extent 
to which hegemons have acted in their own self-interests or the well-being of the world community.  
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Unit Three Enduring Understandings:￼￼￼
•Science and technology have had a significant impact on life expectancy, standards of living, status of 
women, war, and peace in the 20th century.
•International alliances and a commitment to a balance of power among nations can have an important 
impact on promoting or deterring war and peace.
•Nationalism, imperialism, industrialization, and militarism all contributed to an increase in economic 
and military competition that would ultimately create the environment for the start of World War I.  
•The failure of the Treaty of Versailles, the impact of the global depression, and the expansionist poli-
cies and actions of Axis nations were major factors that caused World War II.
•World War I and World War II were “total wars” in which nations mobilized entire populations, 
economies, and resources and employed new military tactics and weaponry which resulted in unprece-
dented destruction and death.
•World War I and World War II challenged the existing economic and political power structures 
and created a new “world order,” that replaced previously dominant powers with new emerging ones 
who would attempt to foster a worldwide commitment to economic interdependence and international 
rights.  
•Economic, technological, military power and bureaucracies have been used by nations to deliberately 
and systematically destroy cultural/ethnic/racial/political/ religious groups.
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